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US. Defends Action in U.N. on Raid

By BERNARD GWERTZMAN
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Oct. 6 — The Rea-
gan Administration decided not to veto an,lqhgerﬂp torial

ance from Mr. Reagan of continuing
American military support and politi-
cal backing for Tunisia’s sovereignty

idential st:?t’ément of sup-

ty Council resolution condemn- | '+ “tor the Tunisian Government,

mm" Israel's attack on the P.L.O, In| which has been reaffirmed publicly
telligence w% t an American
of the

veto might lead to the gve:
pro-Western Tunisi:

several times as tensions have risen,
was meant as a warning to Libya.
Washington said it was caught com-
pletely by surprise by the Israeli air at-

Libyan-backed mobs, Administration| ¢acy ‘in which American-made F-15's

officials said today. were used

"*m—r—a"— against the P.L.O. head-
ang‘ e ;"&n fgg‘;f“;rgomi mz:i{;ﬂ quarters 21 miles south of Tunis.
over its decision to abstain Friday
night, the Administration moved today

Reflecting the surprise, the Adminis-
tration issued contradictory state-
ments about the raid for most of last

to explain its position privately to Is-
raelis and others. The Council voted 14 weekl,”at first m‘ﬂs m’tﬁ
to 0 to condemn the Israeli attack, then backing off. y

the problems for Mr. Bourguiba, Ad-

which took place last Tuesday at the
headquarters of the P.L.O. chairman,

Yasir Arafat.
Secretary

ministration officials said.
Mr. Reagan, himself, seemed to en-

of State George P. Shultz | dorse the raid by making impromptu

ts in which he said every na-
telephoned Foreign Minister Yitzhak | COmHeY v
Shamir of Israel, who was in New | tion had the right to retaliate against

York, to assure him that the Reagan
Administration remained committed
to strong action against terrorists. He

terrorist attacks ‘‘as long as you pick
out the people responsible.’”” He said he

also told Mr. Shamir that the United | 86nce, Which had asserted that the
States agreed the Israeli attack on the P.L.O. had organized a series of at-

Palestine

Liberation Organization
headquarters was a legitimate act of
self-defense against a series of terror-

tacks on Israelis, including the murder
of three tourists in Cyprus on Sept. 25.
The initial American endorsements

ist acts ordered by the P.L.0., Israeli| Provoked anti-American outrage in

and American officials said this after-
noon. Mr. Shultz authorized the Israelis

to make his comments public.
Reagan Makes Decision

Tunisia, and fanned rumors that the
United States had assisted Israel in the
raid, which the United States has
denied. Officials said the United States
Ambassador to Tunisia, Peter Sebas-

The decision not to veto the Security| tian, cabled urgently from Tunis that
Council resolution was made Friday| unless the Administration drastically
night by President Reagan, shortly be-| changed its public policy, the Bour-
fore the Council was about to vote on| guiba Government would be in trouble.
the Tunisian complaint, a White House ce of-

aide said.

He said Mr. Reagan and other high| failed to undermine Tunisia’s stability
DW DX L
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officials had considerable sympathy
for the Israeli action. But, hesaid,
there was overwhelming information
suggesting that a United States veto
would provide Libya with an emotional
issue with which to unleash leftist stu-
dents and other groups into the streets
in Tunisia, perhaps to destroy the
American Embassy and perhaps to
overthrow the Government of Presi-
dent Habib Bourguiba.

For several months, tensions have
been very high between Tunisia and
Libya, with the Libyans infiltrating
armed agents into Tunisia, expelling
Tunisian workers, and sending jet
fighters over Tunisian territory, offi-
cials said. In retaliation, Tunisia has
severed diplomatic relations. On a trip
to Washington last June, Mr. Bour-
guiba sought and received an assur-

had full confidence in Israeli intelli.| SFOUPS

BOCE Wil <~
Administration official said today
that concern among the Americans in
Tunis was so acute that orders were
given to pul

d Deen

bassy documents in s

as a precauti

case the em%b_c_s_ﬁ was attaﬁ E
ist_mobs.

“We found ourselves in the position
of having helped the Tunisians block
the Libyans from causing big trouble,
only to have the Israelis seemingly do
the Libyan work for them,” a White
House official said. =

Tunisian officials also warned that it| i
the United States vetoed a Council reso-
| lution, Tunis might have to break diplo-

matic relations even though it needed
American support against Libya.

On Wednesday, the Reagan Adminis-
tration began to retreat from its un-
questioning support of Israel. A White
House statement said that while Is-
rael’s action was ‘‘understandable as
an act of self defense,” it could not be
condoned

And that night, Mr. Shultz went out of
his way, in a speech in New York, to
praise Mr. ba and say that the
cycle of violence in the Middle East had
to stop. In an interview Thursday, he
said Israel could have chosen other
ways to retaliate.

On Saturday, after the Security
Council vote, Mr. Reagan called Mr.
Bourguiba ‘“‘a gifted statesman” who
deserved ‘“‘our support and our
prayers.”

The Administration decision to ab-
stain caught the Israelis and American
Jewish groups by surprise. They had
earlier praised Mr. Reagan for his sup-
port of Israel. But today, several
crtiticized the Administration.

Kenneth J. Bialkin, chairman of the
Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organizations, said:

‘ «In failing to support Israel’s act of
self-defense t P.L.O. headquar-
ters in Tunis, erica and America’s
determination to resist Arab terrorism
have been tested and found wanting,
raising grave questions about our coun-
try’s willingness to seek out and punish
those who attack and murder U.S. citi-
zens.”

Arafat Accuses U.S.

ABU DHABI, Oct. 6 (Reuters) —
Yasir Arafat, the Palestine Liberation
Organization chairman, was quoted to-
day by the Abu Dhabi newspaper Al It-
tihad as saying he had documents tha
prove the United States gave Israel
satellite photographs of the suburb of
Tunis that was hit when his headquar-
ters was raided. Mr. Arafat, in the in-
terview, said these helped Israel con-
duct the attack.

U.S. Denies Involvement
Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Oct. 6 — A spaokes-
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